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Why the Church...and So Many Others Oppose Physician Assisted Suicide

The Massachusetts legislature is currently considering two bills (H 2505 and S 1486) which would
legalize physician-assisted suicide (PAS). If passed, this legislation would allow a doctor to legally
provide a patient with a prescription for enough drugs so that the patient could end his or her life.

When a public hearing was held on these bills, the Massachusetts Catholic Conference (MCC) which
represents the four Catholic (arch)dioceses in the Commonwealth reiterated the Church’s strong
opposition to PAS. That opposition to PAS is rooted in the Church’s teaching that each and every
human life has an innate dignity that must be respected at all stages, ages, and conditions of
physical or mental well-being. A truly caring society should work to prevent suicide at all stages of
life. The legislature should provide a far more compassionate and life-affirming response to those
suffering from serious illnesses and expand access to quality palliative care to the sick and dying —
particularly in the marginalized, disabled, poor and historically underserved minority communities.
We, of course, will honor the Church’s centuries-old commitment to comfort and accompany the sick
and their families in the dying process.

At the legislative hearing, many opponents testified about flaws in the bills. Examples of those flaws
include the often misdiagnosed 6 months to live criteria, and the risk of undue influence by someone
who may benefit financially from the death of a vulnerable individual who feels he or she is a
“burden” on loved ones. Even were the flaws corrected, the essence of the legislation would not
change and would remain totally objectionable because of its lack of respect for the dignity of the
human person.

Some in our society argue that the Church should remain silent on public policy issues. Such
silencing diminishes the vitality and open public debate to promote the common good so critical to
the flourishing of our democracy. Moral values have a place at the table. And the Church is not
alone in opposing PAS. Catholics and non-Catholics alike are encouraged to listen to the many
diverse and important voices who join the Church in opposing PAS for a wide variety of reasons. You
can find them listed on the back of this sheet.



¢ The American Medical Association recently reaffirmed its opposition to PAS as
“incompatible with the physician’s role as healer.” The AMA also called for the
protection of conscience rights of physicians opposed to PAS.

¢ The National Hospice and Palliative Care Organization strongly opposes PAS stating in
part; “As palliative care intends to neither hasten nor postpone death, Medical Aid in
dying is not a palliative intervention...” Citing a number of factors including “the
underuse of hospice and palliative care to alleviate suffering, the lack of comprehensive
health care for persons with serious illness .... concerns of disability rights advocates
regarding protections from coercion, longstanding racial bias in medicine, disparities in
health and medical care, and lack of protections to ensure voluntary participation, the
organization opposes Legally Accelerated Death as a societal option.”

¢+ National Alzheimer’s Association, severed their ties with Compassion and Choices, the
chief proponents of assisted suicide, stating that the values of Compassion and Choices
“are inconsistent with those of the Association. We deeply regret our mistake, have
begun the termination of the relationship, and apologize to all the families we
support...”

The following national disability organizations all oppose legalization of assisted suicide:

ADAPT — American Disabled for Attendant Programs Today
ADAPT National
American Association of People with Disabilities
Assn of Programs for Rural Independent Living
Autistic Self Advocacy Network
Autistic Women & Nonbinary Network
Center for Public Representation
Disability Rights Center & Road to Freedom Bus Tour
Disability Rights Education and Defense Fund
National Council on Disability
National Council on Independent Living
National Organization of Nurses with Disabilities
National Spinal Cord Injury Association
Not Dead Yet
TASH
The Arc of the United States
United Spinal Association
World Institute on Disability

For more information about the status of Physician Assisted Legislation in Massachusetts, sign up to
receive alerts from the Massachusetts Catholic Conference at www. Macatholic.org OR scan:



http://www.adapt.org/
http://nationaladapt.org/
http://www.aapd.com/our-focus/health/
http://www.april-rural.org/
http://autisticadvocacy.org/2015/07/asan-testimony-on-assisted-suicide/
https://awnnetwork.org/
https://mcusercontent.com/e345d20fd197461a36873e54d/files/77941048-36a7-3dac-7672-d58a4669cce7/CPR_Assisted_Suicide_Opposition_Letter.pdf
https://disabilityrightscenter.wordpress.com/
http://roadtofreedomtour.blogspot.com/
http://dredf.org/public-policy/assisted-suicide/
http://www.ncd.gov/publications/2005/06092005
https://advocacymonitor.com/ncil-resolution/resolution-opposing-the-legalization-of-physician-assisted-suicide/
http://notdeadyet.org/nond-statement-opposing-physician-assisted-suicide-september-2016
http://users.erols.com/nscia/newsroom/nscia/AssistedSuicide.html
http://www.notdeadyet.org/
http://www.independentliving.org/docs6/tash199712.html
https://thearc.org/position-statements/physician-assisted-suicide/
https://unitedspinal.org/our-lives-are-worth-living-why-united-spinal-association-opposes-physician-assisted-suicide/
http://www.wid.org/

