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September 23, 2025

Senator Jason M. Lewis, Senator Chair
Representative Kenneth 1. Gordon, House Chair
Joint Committee on Education

State House

Boston, MA 02133

RE: Testimony on S. 340 and H.656 (An act relative to healthy youth)
Chairs Lewis and Gordon,

The Massachusetts Catholic Conference (MCC) represents the Archdiocese of Boston, and the
Catholic dioceses of Worcester, Fall River, and Springfield. We thank you for this opportunity to
submit testimony relating to S. 340 and H. 656.

The Conference supports the inclusion of health education vital to the physical and mental
wellbeing of children in our public schools. However, these bills would impose some very
troubling and objectionable standards upon every community in the Commonwealth that offers a
sexual health curriculum. Specifically, we refer to SECTION 2 Section 32 B (c) which states, “A
city, town, regional school district, vocational school district or charter school that offers sexual
health curriculum shall provide [emphasis added] a medically accurate, age-appropriate,
comprehensive sexual health education consistent with [emphasis added] the Massachusetts
Comprehensive Health and Physical Education Curriculum Framework™.

In 2023, the Conference submitted public comments to the Department of Elementary and
Secondary Education when DESE was reviewing and updating the current Frameworks. In the
Conference’s comments, a sample of ten instances of objectional content was provided.
Included was very age-inappropriate subject matter for children as young as age 5. A copy of
that testimony is appended. Among the examples cited is that starting in grade 6, teachers
“would describe the consequences (positive and negative) of sexual activity.” What could
possibly be a “positive” consequence of an 11-year-old engaging in sexual activity? How can
such curriculum guidelines be considered age-appropriate? Parents, children and families
deserve far better.
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While the bills do recognize the rights of parents to “opt out” their children from participation,
given the sensitivity of the subject matter which lies at the core values of many families, the
Conference believes an “opt in” provision is much more preferable. This would be respectful of
the rights of parents and support parents and guardians as they determine what is the best time,
place and age to introduce sensitive topics like human sexuality to their children.

In light of these concerns, we urge the Committee to report both bills as “ought not to pass.”

Sincerely yours,
(Msqgr) J. Bryan Hehir
Mass. Catholic Conference
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