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Dear Members of the Joint Committee:
I am writing today to express our support for HOUSE 1862" An Act
Providing Housing & Support Services for Unaccompanied Youth"

Catholic Social Services is a not for profit, multi services agency, that
provides many services to homeless individuals. These include; 2
emergency shelters for home'less men and women, transitional housing for
women leaving prison and homeless women and children, scattered site
emergency shelter for homeless families and 110 permanent housing
apartments for homeless families.
Our experience is vast and deep, we have been providing these services
for over 15 years, and we can attest that the profile of homeless
individuals has taken on a new face.
For the first time our shelters are seeing at least 30% of the population
being served is under the age 0[2.3.
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This is a population who seemed to have fallen through the cracks as they
aged out of foster care and lor other institutions with no service plans.
They are a population that are very vuLnerable and are in need of
protection. They have not reached the threshold Of chronic homeless and
are in need of specialized services if we are to help them not become our
chronic population of the future. There should be emergency beds that
are youth specific. The co-mingling of youth with chronically homeless
men can be overwhelming and terrifying and the youth can become targets
of the older men who present themselves as "being helpful".

We have also seen a new type of homeless youth that does not fit the usual
definition. It is the" couch surfing youth" who has been thrown out of
their home and they move in with friends and change their address
frequently and the homeless youth that is perhaps sleeping under a bridge
or and abandon shed or storage shed and ~pntinues to attend school. We
should take a careful look at these individuals and admire their .
determination to have a better future. They rely strongly on their
academic environment to provide them with food, clothing as well as
hygiene. Many take their morning shower in the locker room at school and
their cloths get washed by school personnel. While this can be viewed as
admirable it is far from being the way we should expect our youth with no
family to have to sustain themselves.
Our institutions and systems have failed these youth. Many refuse to stay
with the Department of Children and Families when they become 18
because of prior experiences in foster homes that were far from ideal.
Others have never been part of DCF and refuse to become a part of the
system.
We need to re-think how we can best serve these young people. We
need a system that is aware of their needs and that can develop their
strengths.
Do they need a program? While some may due to difficulties with alcohol
and drugs, or because of neglected mental health issues, many do not.
Landlords are not eager to rent to an 18 yr old for fear of what their
apartment would tum into. Others would rent but the youth does not have
the financial capacity to secure an apartment. Perhaps subsidized housing
with supportive services, with a special focus on youth who are in
school, would allow the youth to build up their credibility as a good tenant
as well as the support necessary to realize their dream of a stable, decent
place to live. This would also support their effort to attain an education
that will be so critical for their success in the future.
The needs of our youth can no longer be ignored as this economy has not
been able to provide them with jobs that can lead to stable housing.
These youth are our future and we must protect them as the valuable asset
that they are.

